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1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 July 2007 , 
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3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim{s) t.3-5. 7 and 8 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 19 June 
2007 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following infomnalities: in line 10 of claim 1 , 
the Examiner believes "all of the elements of a predetermined condition are satisfied" 
was intended by Applicant. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dei (US 4,763,889) in view of Tomidokoro (US 5,722,029). 

Re claims 1 and 5, Dei discloses an image forming apparatus having a plurality 
of paper feed units capable of setting index sheets, comprising: a storage section (4-6) 
which stores paper size information and type information; and a control section (16) 
which performs processing of automatically changing the paper feed unit to be used 
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from a first paper feed unit to a second paper feed unit and does not perform processing 
of automatically changing the paper feed unit from the first paper feed unit to a third 
paper feed unit in a case where paper sheets set in the first paper feed unit are run out 
and all of the elements of a predetermined condition are satisfied, wherein the 
predetermined condition is that the size infomiation and the type information of the first 
paper feed unit coincide with those of the second paper feed unit, and the size 
Information and type information of the first paper feed unit do not coincide with those of 
the third paper feed unit, and the size information and type information of the first paper 
feed unit coincide with those of the second paper feed unit. See, e.g., Dei, col. 2, lines 
17-35. 

Dei lacks the explicit disclosure of the storage section storing index number 
information indicating the number of index sheets per set of paper sheets set in each 
paper unit. Tomidokoro teaches a storage section storing index number infomriation 
indicating the number of index sheets per set of paper sheets set in each paper unit, for 
accurate tab copying. See Tomidokoro, col. 8, lines 46 et seq. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add 
a storage section storing index number infomriation indicating the number of index 
sheets per set of paper sheets set in each paper unit, to the apparatus of Dei, as taught 
by Tomidokoro, for accurate tab copying. 

Dei teaches the desirability of using operator-set parameters regarding the paper 
types to govern the automatic change of paper feed units. See Dei, col. 5, lines 17-45. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to use the number of index sfieets set in each paper unit to govern 
the automatic change of paper feed units in the manner described above. 

Re claims 3 and 7, the apparatus of Dei as modified by Tomidokoro comprises 
the apparatus according to claim 1 . 

Dei does not explicitly disclose said storage section storing index shape 
information indicating a shape of the index portion of the paper sheet set in the paper 
feed units, wherein the index shape information of the first paper feed unit coincides 
with that of the second paper feed unit, and wherein at least one of the size information, 
index number information and the index shape information of the first paper feed unit do 
not coincide with those of the third paper feed unit. Tomidokoro teaches a storage 
section storing index shape information, for accurate tab copying. See Tomidokoro, col. 
8, lines 17 et seq. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to add a storage section storing index shape 
information to the apparatus of Dei, as taught by Tomidokoro, for accurate tab copying. 

Dei teaches the desirability of using operator-set parameters regarding the paper 
types to govern the automatic change of paper feed units. See Dei, col. 5, lines 17-45. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the index shape information set in each paper unit to govern 
the automatic change of paper feed units in the manner described above. 
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Re claims 4 and 8, the apparatus of Dei as modified by Tomidol^oro comprises 
the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the image fomiing apparatus further 
comprises a unit change setting section which determines whether to automatically 
enable paper feed unit change processing for each of the plurality of paper feed units 
and sets a unit change setting in accordance with a predetermined condition, wherein 
the predetermined condition is that the unit change setting section sets the unit change 
setting to automatically enable change processing for the second paper feed unit. See 
Dei, cols. 3 and 4. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 19 June 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the two references, Del and Tomidokoro, whether taken 
alone or individually, do not teach or suggest the invention. Applicant argues that Dei 
only discloses an image forming apparatus performing a change of paper feed unit 
based on two kinds of information, not three. Applicant argues that Tomidokoro fails to 
disclose any technique or method relating to a storage section storing index number 
information used for the purposes of automatically changing the paper feed unit. 
Remarks, p 8-9. The Examiner respectfully disagrees that Dei and Tomidokoro do not 
teach or suggest the invention. Dei discloses an image forming apparatus performing a 
change of paper feed unit based on several potential types of Information, including 
size, material, color and orientation. Dei does not specifically address index sheets. 
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However, based on the teaching of Dei that an automatic change of paper feed can be 
based on a parameter related to the contents of the paper feed source, combined with 
Tomidokoro's teaching of the number of index sheets per set as a stored parameter that 
is used for accurate tab copying, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to perform a change in paper feed based on the number of index sheets per 
set in the paper feed source. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariler communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy R. Severson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2209. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey, can be reached on 571-272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jeremy R Severson 

Examiner 
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